


Leprosy — your questions answered

Q Hasn't leprosy been eradicated yet?

A Sadly not — although there is now a
cure, there is currently no vaccine to
prevent the spread of leprosy. There
are still around 250,000 new cases
found every year.

Q Can leprosy be cured?

A Yes — an effective cure called multidrug
therapy has been available since 1982.
This is a course of antibiotics taken for
6-12 months. 99% of leprosy bacteria
in the body are killed within 24 hours
of taking the first dose.

Q Is leprosy contagious?

A No - itis in fact the least contagious
communicable disease. Most people
are naturally immune to leprosy, but
those who are malnourished and poor
are vulnerable because their immune
systems are less able to defend them
from the leprosy bacillus which causes
the disease.

Q Is leprosy hereditary?

A No - although we're still not certain
exactly how leprosy is spread, we know

it isn’t passed genetically from a parent

to their child.

Q Does leprosy cause limbs to fall off?

A No — leprosy is not a flesh-eating
disease. Rather, it causes numbness
in hands and feet so that they cannot
feel pain. This can then lead to
injuries or ulcers, which can result
in deformities, damage or even
shortening of the bones.

What are the main signs of leprosy?

The initial signs are discoloured skin
patches or loss of feeling in nerves
and skin.

Why does leprosy only seem to affect
the hands, feet and eyes?

The leprosy bacillus needs a cool
environment, so it affects the surface
parts of the body and the nerves in
the eyes, feet and hands.
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Which disease has
the power to destroy
lives long after the
cure has been given?
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We don’t think it’s right that the stigma of leprosy

is still ruining lives more than 20 years since the
cure became available

Fear and stigma lead to social
exclusion, which can be even
more damaging than leprosy’s
physical symptoms

Saira grew up in a happy home in
Bangladesh, looking after the family’s
chickens and goats. Her parents died
when she was young, but she had her older
brother to look after her. Then, at 15 years
old, Saira noticed discoloured skin patches
on her body. She saw the local doctor,

who prescribed a useless skin lotion, and
gradually she began to lose feeling in her
hands and feet. It wasn’t until she visited
The Leprosy Mission’s Nilphamari hospital
that Saira realised she had leprosy.

Saira was treated and cured at the hospital.
Her body had been irreparably damaged,
but it was the stigma of leprosy which
threatened to ruin her life. Saira’s brother,
anxious to preserve his own status in the
village, refused to allow her back home. A I |
Saira had to live rough in the fields, ¢ i | ER _H"
frightened and alone. She explains, ‘l was _ —
crying and sad — “what will happen to me?”’

Saira was one of the lucky ones. Staff

at the nearby Saidpur clinic found her and
introduced her to Rabbani, a leprosy patient
there. They are now married with a lovely
daughter called Mahmuda. But without our
help, there is no telling where Saira may

be today, or how many more people just
like her still desperately need us.

We believe it’s wrong that Saira had to
suffer this extra burden on top of her
iliness. Do you agree?

All photos used with permission from Georgina Cranston and
Leprosy Mission staff




We don’t think it’s right that children are cast out

and rejected simply because they have contracted

a disease

Even though he has been cured
of leprosy, Abdul is unwelcome
in his own community

Abdul lives with his family in a tiny run-down
house, with just one bed between five
people. His father died several years ago
and the family get by on the small amount
his older brother earns pulling a rickshaw.
Life is hard for Abdul, but made worse

by the rejection he faces every day.

Leprosy Mission field staff diagnosed
Abdul’s leprosy as part of a general health
survey in the area. He was put onto a
course of treatment which cured him
completely; this is good news because

it means he will never have to suffer the
disability or deformity common to many
leprosy patients. The medication has made
Abdul’s skin turn a darker shade, so all the
people in his community can see that he
has had leprosy. If people knew the truth
about the disease this wouldn’t be a
problem, but sadly ignorance is rife and

so Abdul now has to suffer a different

kind of pain.

Abdul’s neighbours tell him that his blood
is rotten. The other children won'’t play

with him and so he can only stand and
watch their games, friendless and alone.
It's heartbreaking to think that a child so
young is being made to pay for the ‘crime’
of becoming unwell, simply because people
don’t know any better.

The Leprosy Mission is working hard

to reverse this type of injustice. Through
our community outreach and education
programmes we are helping people to
understand the truth about the most
misunderstood disease of our time. We

are making great progress and we know
that one day soon communities could be
fully integrated and harmful myths banished
forever. But we can’t do it alone.

Will you stand with us today for the sake
of children like Abdul?




Will you stand with us today against the injustice

of leprosy?

Helping someone to recover from leprosy

is about more than providing medical
treatment. The Leprosy Mission still has

a medical focus, but we’re expanding into
other areas such as advocacy and rights
awareness, training, education, housing and
social and economic rehabilitation. We are
committed to standing alongside people who
have suffered injustice because of leprosy,
who live with poverty and rejection though
they have done nothing to deserve it.
Please, will you stand with us today?

Your gift through The Leprosy Mission
will help provide essential support to
those who need it most.

e £10is enough to buy two pairs of
protective sandals for numb feet

£25 will feed a hospital patient
during their whole stay for treatment

£35 is the cost of an eye operation
to restore someone’s sight

£65 will pay for health awareness

training to help communities care
for themselves

£100 will cover a business start-up
loan to help a family to earn an
independent living

£150 pays for one year’s school fees
or vocational training centre fees




